A small country shop en the island of Inishwmaan e

1934, Door in vight well, Ceunter oong back, behind wiidh

hang shelves of canned goods, mostly peas. An ofd dusty otk

sack hangs iy the vigit of these, and to the left a doorway lads

off 1@ an unseen back voom, A miveor hangs on the left wall

and y table wad chair are situated 8 frw yards away fom @ As

the play begins, Eilen Osbosrse, midsisties, iy placing seme

. mere pans ordy the shelpes, Her stster Kate enters from the buck

TREH,

KATE s Billy sot yot bome?
EILEEN. Not yet is Billy home.
EATE. 1 do worry awiul abow Billy when he's law returning

home,
EILEEN. 1 banged me arm on a can of peas worrving about
Cripple Billy.

KATE. Was it vour bad arm?
EOEEN. HNo, iowas me other ars,

BATE. 1t would have been worse ¥ you'd banged your bad
arm.

EILEEN. Itwould have been worse, although it still hart.
KATE., Now you have two bad arms.




e Well, | have one bad arm and one arm with a knock
EATE.  The knock will go away.
BHEFEN.  The knock will ge away
BATE.  And you'll be keft with the one bad arm.
FILEEN. The one bad arm will never go away,
RATE. Uil the day you die.
PILEEN. 1 should think abous poor Billy whe has not only bad
arms but bad legs wo.
BATE.  Billy has 2 host of woubles,
FILEEN. wmww has 2 hundred woubles,
KATE. What time was this bis appointment with McSharry was
andd his chest?
FILEEN, 1 don't know what time, (
KATE, 1 do worry awhul about Billy when he's late in returning,
d'you know?
FILEEN.  Already once you've sald that sentence. ,
EATE., Am 1 not sllowed 1o repeat me seatences so when I'm
wortied.
EHLEEN. You arealiowed ] 4
KATE.  {Pause) Billy may've fell down a hole with them feet of
hik
ETLEEN.  Billy has sense cnough not o fall down holes, sure.
"Phat's more like something Bartley McCormick'd de is fall down
hles. -
KATE. Do you remember the time Bartley MeCormick fell
down the hele?
EILEEN. Bartley McCormick's an awfud thick. . .
KATE. He's either a thick or he doesn’t Took where he's going
proper. (Pause ) Has the eggaman Been?
FILEEN, Fe has but be had no efgs.
BATE. A waste of time him consing, 3o, _
FILEEN. Well it was nice of him to come and fiot have us
waiting for eggs that would never arrive. L
KATE. If only Billy would pay us the same courtesy. Mot with
eggs but to come home quick and pot have us zamw%ﬁm, :
FILEEN. Maybe Billy stopped 1o look at a cow like the nther
time.
KATE. A fool waste of time that is, leoking at cows.

&

EILEEN. 0f it makes hira happy, sure, what havm? Theve are a
hundred worse things to occapy # lad's e thas cowwatching.
Things would hnd him up in hell, Not just fate for his e
KATE.  Hissing lasses.

FILEEN. Kissing lasscs.

KATE.  (Pouse} Al no chance of that with poor Billy,

EILEYN. Foor Byl never be genting kssed, Unless it was be
@ Bl givt.

KATE. A blind gir] or 2 bachwat girk,

EREIN. O Jim Fionegan's dangiuer

BATE.  She'd kiss anything,

EILEEN. She'd kiss o bald donkey.

RATE She'd kiss o bald dovkey And she'd s68 probably diaw
the e at Billy Poor Billy,

EILEEN. A shame too,

BATE. A shame too, because Billy does have a sweet face if yon
ignore the vest of him,

EHEEN., Well he dogsa’t eally,

EATE.  He has a bit of 2 sweet face.

FILEEN. Well he doesn’t veally, Bate,

EATE.  Or his eyes, U'm saving. They're nice enough

FILEEN. Not being cruel w Billy but yow'd see nicer eyes on g
gont. I e had a nice personality you'd say all well and good, but
@il Billy has i3 he goes around staring at cows.

KATE  Ud Bke o ask him one day what good he gews, saving at
COWS,

FILEEN, Saring a1 cows and reading books then,

KATE., Mo one'B ever marry him. We'll be stuck with him ‘4l
the day we die,

EILEEN.  We will, (Pawse} 1 don't mind beiog siuck with hin,
KATE, Jdon’t mind being stuck with him. Billy's a good gasur,
despiting the cows,

EILEEN. 1 hope that the pews from McSharry was nothing to
Worry o'er .
KATE. 1 hope he geis home soon and not have uws worrying. 1
do worry awlhul whes Billy's fate iy vetwrning. (The shop door spens
and Johnnypaleeromike, an old man of abowt the same uge as them,
wseters. )




