take mueh skill, 1t isn't being preuy they go for. It's more bietug
omn your own and small.
HELEN. If it's being on your own and small, why so hs
Cripple Billy never had his arse groped be priests? ) ,
BARTLEY You don't know at all Cripple Billy's never had his
arse groped be prigsts B ,
m.mw,wmm% Have you ever had yowr arse groped be priests,
Cripple Billy?

BILAY. No

HELEN.  Now , |
BARTLEY. [suppose they have to draw the line somewhere.
HELEN. And you, you're small and often on your ows. Have
you ever had your arse groped be priesis?

BARTLEY  Ouistle) Not me arse, 0o,

HELEN. B'vasee? . ) .
BARTLEY, ({To Eileen} Do yx have any m;x%mﬁmﬁ,%m@ﬂ%@;
(Bileen stares at him, Puts the boves domen on the counter and exity et
ihe back room.} Where are you gomg, s ? What abouwt me
gweeiies, Mrs? o

HELEN. You've done it now, haven's ya? o
BARTLEY Your oul aunty's a mad woman, Sripple Bille ,
HELEN. Mrs. Osbowrne isn't Cripple Billy's aunty at o, any-
ways. She's only his pretend aunty, same as the other one. 1sn't

* that right, Billy?

BULIY It -

HELEN, They only ok him in when wmmmwé JEm @& dad
went and drowned themselves, when they found out Billy was
barn a cripple-boy. |

BILLY  They dide't go and drowned themselves,

HELEN. Oh aye. aye..

BILLY. They only fell n'erboard in vough seas. -
HELEN. Ub-buh What were they doing sailing in rough seas,
s, and wasn't it at pightime wo?

BILLY ‘Trying to get to America be the mainiand they weve.
HELEN, No, trying © get away from you they were, be dis

tance or be death, it made no differ w them,

BILAY  Well how the hell would you know when you were just

a babby at the time, the same as me?
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HELEN. I gave Johnnypateen a cheesy prajtie one thne and he
told me. Wasn't it him was left there holding ya, down be the
waterside?
BILLY.  Well what did he know was in thelr heads that night?
Ble wasn't in that boat,
HELEN. Sure didn’t they have a sackful of stones tied between
themselves?
BILLY. That's pure gossip that they had a sackful of stones ded
hetween themselves, and even Johnnypatteen agrees on that
...
BARTLEY. Maybe he had a welescope.
HELEN.  fPause.) Maybe who had a telescope?
BARTLEY.  Maybe Johnaypateenmike had a welescope.
HELEN, What differ would having a wlescope have? {Bartly
thinks, then shrugs.) You and your fecking telescopes. You're
abvays throwing telescopes into the fecking conversation,
BARTLEY. They do have a great wrvay of wlescopes in America
now, 'know? You can soe & worm 4 mile away.
HELEN.  Why would you want w see a worm a mile away?
BARTLEY.  Tor sere what he was up o,
HELEN.  What do worms usuaily be up wi
BARTLEY  Weipnling.
HELEN. Wriggling. And how much do telescopes cost?
BARTLEY., Twebhe doflars for a good one.
HELEN.  So you'd pay twelve dollars to find out worms go wrig-
gling?
BARTLEY  {Pamse Aye | would,
HELEN, You don't have wwelve hairs on vour hollocks, let
slone mwelve dollas,
BARTLEY. 1 don’t have twelve dollars on me bollocks, no,
you're right theve. 1 saw no sense. (Helm approsches him} Bon't,
Helen.... (Helen prunches him havd in the stomack, Winded ) Hurt me
ribs that punch did.
HELEN.  Feck your ribs, Using that kind of fecking language to
me, eh? (Pause.) What was we talking about, Cripple Billy? Oh
aye, your dead mammy and daddy,
BILLY  They didi't go drowning themselves because of me.
They loved me.

i7




P T A A e

o

HELEN. mw?m?%mmlwmwa if you weren’t
you? You barely love you and you are YOu.

RARTLEY  (Winded.j At least Cripple Billy doesn't punch poor
tacts' ribs for them

MELEN. No, and why? Because he's too fecking feeble to. 304
feel like a punch from 2 wel goOst.

RARTLEY  (Eneited) Did ye hesr Jack Ellery's goose it Pauy
Brennan's cat o the tail and hurt that tail...

HFLEN. We did hear.

BARTLEY, Oh. (Pause) And Jack didn’t even apologise Feor that
aoose’s bidng and now Patty Brepnan. .

HELEN., Didn't 1 just say we fecking heard, sure?

BARTLEY 1 thought Billy mightn't have treard.

HELEN, Sure Billy's busy thinking abont his drowned mammy
and daddy, Bartley. He Aoesr’t need any of your dayeold goose-
acws. Aren't you thinking about your drowned samRy agel
daddy, Billy?

BILLY  Fam.

HELEN. You've never Been on the sea siace the day they died,
fave vou, Billy? Ager’t vou 160 scared?

BILLY 1 omoo seaved,

HELEN. What & big sissparse, e, Bardey?

BARTLEY., Sure znybody with @ Beain s at least a biteen afeaid
of the seu.

HELEN, Dmnot s biteen sfraid of the sea.

BARTLEY, Well there you go, now. {Billy tlaughs.)

HELEN. Eh? Was that a inpmah®!

BARTLEY. How would that he an jnsult, saying you're ol
afeaidt of the sea®

HELEN, Why did Cripple Rilly Jaugh $07

BARTLEY Cripple Billy only laughed cos he's an s oy Tt
shat right, Cripple Biitye

BILLY Itis, aye Oh plain e L am. (Helen fuis, pomjfused.}
gARTLEY I8 it wrue you got wigh tn & Busdred pounds insut-
arce wihen your pRanuy and daddy deowned, Billy?

BILIY It ‘

RARTLEY,  Jechies. Do ya still Bave i?
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